The New Barbarians Appear
September, 1930, I had had to fight with the Nazis
at almost every one of my meetings. And in most
of the gatherings, the Communists too were present.
That led to some exciting experiences.
One Sunday afternoon I was to address a meeting
in a small town near the Czech border. I had scarcely
entered the hall when I sensed that something would
happen. I saw a great number of Nazis present,
flaunting swastikas, and was told that a surprisingly
large number of Communists had appeared as well.
During my speech I was interrupted often, but I suc-
ceeded in completing what I had to say. When I was
through, a Communist took the floor, attacking me,
attacking the Weimar constitution and the Weimar
republic.
" Away with this system ! " he shouted. He was
followed by a Nazi. It was almost the same song :
" Away with this regime ! " When they were through,
I was given the floor to comment on the discussion.
I made a good start but a " choir " was organized,
composed of the two groups. The Communists
shouted " Red Front" and the Nazis answered with
" Heil Hitler "9 one of their leaders directing both
groups in the manner of a cheer leader at an American
football game ! Nazis and Kozis were collaborating
to shout down a Socialist woman ! I felt deeply
ashamed for the Communists.
'* It must not happen again. We will not have any
more meetings without well-organized protection by
our republican militia," I told my friends in Dresden.
They agreed, and it did not happen again in my
constituency.
Soon after, I was asked to speak in Bischofswerda,
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